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writer has been endeavouring for many years to develop a reasonable
theory of Negro origins. As in the case of the Negritoes, we find two
far-distant habitats for the Negroes. One of these is in Africa and the
other in Melanesia. Many of the older anthropologists seemed inclined
to believe that Africa was the cracllcland of the Negro, and they
assumed that the Melanesian Negroes had migrated around the shores
of the Indian Ocean so as to occupy the islands near New Guinea.
However, it seems that again we arc dealing with a general movement
away from central Asia. There is a good deal of evidence for bygone
Negroes in south-cast Asia; though today, apart from the Semangs of
Perak (Malaya), there arc no tallish frizzy-haired tribes on the con-
tinent. But many of the tribes in Assam and Cochin are described by
Guha and Basu17 as having "crcpc" hair, while Mansey has observed
Melanesoid skulls from Tonkin. We may certainly accept these facts
as proving that Negro tribes flourished in south-east Asia not far back
in man's record.

There is some little difficulty with regard to the Australoid race,
for it is in a sense intermediate between the Negro and the Mediter-
ranean races. To the layman probably they often look very similar. But
since no Australoids have frizzy hair, and indeed none that the writer
examined in Australia had even curly hair, it is clear that they cannot
be classified with the Negro. In actual fact their hair is wavy, and
almost indistinguishable from that of western European people. (It is
of interest that Sarasin18 records that the newborn New Caledonian
Negro has wavy hair, which is replaced after the first week or so by the
usual kinky Negro hair. So that kinky hair is possibly a secondary
character acquired by the Negro folk.) There is a very great variety
in the features of the face, some even being leptorhine in the Kimber-
leys, though the majority have rather broad noses. It is somewhat un-
fortunate that the well-known books by Spencer and Gillcn deal with
the aborigines of the heart of Australia. These are much more primi-
tive in appearance than the full-bloods of the eastern or north-west
coasts, according to the writer's observations. In the interior of Western
Australia I have measured the heads of a number of Australoids with
tawny hair,30 This colour is almost universal among the children and

17"Agc of Man in Europe" (Anthropos, 1932, p. 955).
lfiSee Proceedings of the Pan-Pacific Science Congress, Tokyo, 1926, pp. 2386-9.
10See "New Caledonian Negroes" (I/AnthropoJogie, 1924).